SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5113

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Human Services & Corrections, February 4, 2011

Title: An act relating to reviewing discharges from state hospitals.
Brief Description: Reviewing discharges from state hospitals.
Sponsors: Senator Hargrove.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Human Services & Corrections: 1/27/11, 2/04/11 [DP].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES & CORRECTIONS

Majority Report: Do pass.
Signed by Senators Hargrove, Chair; Regala, Vice Chair; Stevens, Ranking Minority
Member; Carrell, Harper and McAulifte.

Staff: Kevin Black (786-7747)

Background: Eastern State Hospital and Western State Hospital are hospitals maintained by
the state of Washington to care for those with mental illness. A state hospital must conduct a
discharge review for a person with a history of one or more violent acts when the person is
transferred from a correctional facility, or has ever been under the authority of the
Department of Corrections or the Indeterminate Sentence Review Board. The purpose of the
discharge review is to determine whether the person presents a likelihood of serious harm or
is appropriate to release to a less restrictive alternative.

Summary of Bill: A state hospital must conduct a discharge review for a person with a
history of one or more violent acts who transferred from a correctional facility to one or more
secure treatment facilities without a break in custody.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created: No.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony: OTHER: We should be cautious about placing
additional burdens on state employees. It sounds as if this bill will not do that.

Persons Testifying: OTHER: Matt Zuvich, Washington Federation of State Employees.
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